
Fold3: Military and Other Records for Genealogical Research



What is Fold3?

➢Launched in 2007 as Footnote

➢Acquired in 2010 by Ancestry.com; name changed to Fold3

➢Major focus is U. S. Military Records

➢Non-military records include: 
❖ Native American records
❖ African-American records
❖ City Directories
❖ Social Security Death Index – free
❖ Passport Applications, 1795 - 1905
❖Many other types-see notes page; some free

➢Currently total records 586,391,430

➢One of Free Premium websites at Family History Center

➢Home page: https://www.fold3.com
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https://www.fold3.com/search
https://www.fold3.com/
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Non-Military Records
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Black History
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Black History: All Publications
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Native American
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Native American: All Publications
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Military and Military Related Records
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Why Use Military Records?

➢Find evidence of military service

➢Find residence at time of draft registration, military service, or 
pension request

➢Find birth information

➢Find evidence of family relationships (pension and bounty land 
applications) 

➢Find relatives who served and left clues about your family

➢Use for biographical sketches, stories, & memorials

➢Add military service to timeline

➢Develop a more complete picture of your ancestor
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Finding Your Military Veterans on Fold3
➢ Fold3 is a great resource to discover historic military documents

➢ Can be used to learn and share the story of your family veterans 

➢ We will cover:
❖ fundamentals of successful searching and browsing

❖ value of different types of military documents 

❖ discover military records and fun facts about your family veterans

❖how to create a memorial for your family veteran

➢ Training Videos: 
❖ Fold3 Military Records: A Quick Tour 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DaxI3aOM55c
❖ Fold3 Non-Military Records: Branching Out Series; Non-Military Records in Fold3 

Library Edition   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mNJJux8PvyM
❖ How to Use Fold3 (military and non-military): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AS30WSxZjrw&list=PL7IJZEyd8ZrjaxWRqcmsYCD2Q3Kd
0NzSY&index=3&t=382s
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DaxI3aOM55c
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Search Tab Filters
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Sample Searches

➢Capt. Nathan Ellis (Revolutionary War and War of 1812)

➢Thomas Valentine Barrett (Civil War)

➢Henry Frederick Barrett (WWII)

➢Carl Spenser Johnson (Pearl Harbor)
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Captain Nathan Ellis
6/22/2022
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➢ Veteran of Revolutionary and the 

War of 1812

➢ He and his brothers floated down 

the Ohio River in the late 1790’s 

– bounty land 

➢ They settled in southern Ohio, 

east of Cincinnati

➢ His brother Jeremiah is my

wife’s fifth great-grandfather

➢ Draft Registration Card for War

of 1812

https://www.fold3.com/image/615850846

https://www.fold3.com/image/315050844
https://www.fold3.com/image/615850846


Thomas Valentine Barrett – Civil War
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https://www.fold3.com/image/9087396?terms=Thomas%20Barrett%20Alabama

https://www.fold3.com/image/9087396?terms=Thomas%20Barrett%20Alabama
https://www.fold3.com/image/9087396?terms=Thomas%20Barrett%20Alabama


Henry Frederick Barrett - WWII
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https://www.fold3.com/image/310952962?terms=Henry%20F%20Barrett%20Texas

https://www.fold3.com/image/310952962?terms=Henry%20F%20Barrett%20Texas


Carl S. Johnson – Pearl Harbor
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Carl Spenser Johnson 

1922 – 12/7/1941

My first cousin

https://www.fold3.com/image/311040396

https://www.fold3.com/image/311040396


Browse Tab
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Browse 2
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Browse 3
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War Stories (Beta)
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War Stories 2
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War Stories 3 top
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War Stories 3 bottom
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Memorials
➢Memorials are an excellent way to remember the People, Topics, 

Events, Places, and Organizations from your past. 
❖You can add information to an existing Memorial or create a new Memorial 

from any record on Fold3.  
❖You can create one from scratch.  
❖Memorials make it easy to share and collaborate with others, and you can 

make as many as you would like.

➢Memorials also have the added feature of honoring military heroes 
from your family

➢Use Memorials to:
❖Remember those from your past and present
❖Write a biography or memorial for a favorite person
❖Share photos, stories, and facts about your ancestors with family and friends
❖Collaborate with others
❖Highlight and collect documents you find on Fold3
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Memorials 2
➢What you can do on Memorials:

❖Attach pictures and documents

❖Connect to other Memorials or add web links

❖Easily gather facts or organize details

❖Attach image and index records from Fold3

❖Tell stories and include photos

❖Optionally prevent others from modifying or contributing to pages you create

❖Save a link to your page on your Ancestry tree

❖Create special Military Memorials to honor the veterans 

➢ You can save a link to your Memorial on an Ancestry person page

➢ See the handout document for all the details

6/22/2022 29



Memorial: US Honor Wall
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Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial
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USS Arizona Memorial
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Create a Memorial
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Fold3

➢We have covered the many features of Fold3

➢Military Records

➢Non-Military Records

➢Search

➢Browse

➢War Stories

➢Memorials

➢Have seen a few examples of records found
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Appendices

Ages of Servicemen in Wars

US Military Record Selection Table

Miscellaneous
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Ages of Servicemen in Wars
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https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Ages_of_Servicemen_in_Wars

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Ages_of_Servicemen_in_Wars


U S Military Record Selection Table
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https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/US_Military_Record_Selection_Table

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/US_Military_Record_Selection_Table


Browse Brady Civil War Photographs
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https://www.fold3.com/browse/249/haYScC518 

https://www.fold3.com/browse/249/haYScC518

